Studies, and Director of the Center for Health Statistics at the University of Chicago, on ''The Future of Mental Health Measurement. '' Due to the federal government shutdown in October, a number of government workers could not travel and attend the conference. Indeed, Dr. Eisen, one of the keynote speakers, could not attend the conference in person, but instead delivered his talk over the phone, with the help of co-chair Andrew Zhou. Also, several presentations and one workshop had to be cancelled. This was indeed unfortunate, but did not detract in a major way from the quality of the conference.
The conference also included presentation of the Health Policy Statistics Section's biennial awards. Honored with the Long-Term Excellence Award were Naihua Duan, Professor Emeritus of Columbia University, and Robert Gibbons of the University of Chicago. A Mid-Career Award was presented to Susan Paddock of RAND Corporation. Fifteen students were recognized and received student travel awards for their presentations at the conference.
An entertainment event on Thursday evening included a performance by The Polkaholics, a band led by Don Hedeker, at Phyllis' Musical Inn in the Wicker Park neighborhood of Chicago. This performance was especially memorable as it featured Brad Carlin, of the University of Minnesota, joining the band on keyboards and vocals for many songs. As the band performed the hour-long set, several eminent statisticians were seen dancing to the crazy polka music! The ten conference workshops (attracting nearly 400 attendees) included ones on Hierarchical Models for Longitudinal-Survival Data, Missing Data in Longitudinal Studies, Causal Inference, Propensity Score Methods, and Comparative Effectiveness Research. Co-chair Andrew Zhou concluded the conference by leading an informative workshop on Estimation of Re-Identification Risk in De-Identified Data.
The 11th ICHPS-planned for year 2015-will be co-chaired by Kelly Zou of Pfizer, Inc., and Recai Yucel of SUNY Albany. For more information and details, contact Zou at Kelly.Zou@pfizer.com or Yucel at ryucel@uamail.albany.edu.
